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Modern Family strives to make viewers comfortable with the everchanging times and unstoppable ways of society. Its biggest notion was all about inclusivity of gay couples with the majority of its focus on gay white men in relationships. There were a lot of flaws within its effort of inclusivity but still allowed to demonstrate the reactions of its audience and how it could be subject to change from 2009 into 2013 with gay marriage becoming legal in California where the plot had taken place and even up through 2015 with gay marriage becoming legal nationally. Its debut in 2009 was a smart decision by its writers in order to softly introduce the concept along with other inclusivity such as non white family members brought in either by marriage or adoption throughout the series. Modern Family eventually went on to earn high statuses of recognition for its work both logistically and sentimentally proving it was persuasive and influential at its time.
Modern Family was an ABC series that began on September 23rd, 2009 and ended on April 8th, 2020 in the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic. It is a family comedy series that aired every Wednesday night as part of ABC’s comedy night alongside the other comedy shows on the station. It is filmed as a mockumentary styled series, similar to how The Office is filmed. The characters know that they are being filmed and break the fourth wall every so often to talk to the camera, who are the television viewers in the audience, either as a couple, family, or small group based on the topic of conversation or episode. Modern Family sets itself apart from other average television series for countless innovative notions. Breaking the fourth wall is a newer concept often incorporated into any television series’ plot. Sometimes it can be considered as uncommon, unhelpful, and sometimes unnecessary to the progression of the plot. Further, their implementation of much needed newer writers were later added to their crew as they realized they needed accurate representation for characters that the average straight, white, cisgender male could not professionally express. 
Years worth of research suggest that the positives and negatives of Modern Family’s efforts of inclusion and diversity were well received by its audience. It has been coined one of the more memorable series that had inclusivity of LGBTQ+ characters before it was legal in all of the United States. Modern Family’s large array of characters allows for multiple storylines to happen simultaneously without losing its focus on any one of them at any given time. Heavy research has been done to prove that there is reification, resistance to hegemony, deeper meanings and messages, persuasiveness, and long lasting effects received by the audience. 
Some recurring themes include but are not limited to; Mitch and Cam being the perfect example of the gay couple in America each with their own set of characteristics, Claire being an aggressive mother, Gloria forgetting her English words and having Jay mistaken as her father due to their age gap, Manny being emotional and highly respectful towards girls he likes, and Phil defying hegemonic values of being a ‘manly man’ and instead being noted as the ‘cool dad.’ Each of these characters continues to demonstrate reinforced themes of any and all hegemonic portrayals of masculinity.
Being that this is a series that premiered in 2009 means that it allows for ample improvement of inclusivity and diversity. The most prominent areas of diversity are the famously known gay couple of Mitch and Cam played by Jesse Tyler Ferguson and Eric Stonestreet respectively, the character Gloria Pritchett played by Sofia Vergara as the Latina character and second wife of Jay Pritchett, and the inclusion of Mitch and Cam’s adopted daughter Lily played by Aubrey Frances Anderson-Emmons whose character is adopted from Vietnam. This was a strong start for the media and its audience back in 2009, but there is still room for improvement for diversity. The description directly from Google includes mentioning that Modern Family is “one big -- straight, gay, multicultural, traditional -- happy family.” 
There is a clear appeal to the audience for the storyline of Mitch and Cam as the season premier of season 5 was aired directly after the summer that gay marriage was legalized in California. There was nothing but significantly overwhelming positive reactions from the audience. This strongly persuades the audience to almost immediately become accepting and used to the concept that everyone and anyone should have the freedom to love who they want without consequences. This could create the loss of viewers if there are more traditional and unaccepting viewers that are not as likely to adjust to the changing times especially so soon. As a result this may lead to social tensions from the audience to the network as well as the series itself. Both the series and the writers are aware of the risk of losing ratings but are willing to take that chance in response to their already well received reviews from the existing storyline. 
The rhetorical vision of Modern Family is to create for easily relatable family content with the chaos of an extended family with households having their own storylines happening simultaneously but also being able to come together as one family despite their differences. It is meant to mirror the hectic American lives of different households. Ironically, it is meant to demonstrate a not-so Modern Family. 
As the show is predominantly white characters in a white family, it’s no surprise that it draws a mostly white audience. Most dramas and series at any given time during these years always feature white leads and white families as their primary focus since writers always only think to appeal to the white audience and none of the other races that live in America. This show is widely enjoyed by families due to its reality of relatability for its audience. As a result, it is no surprise that the majority of its audience it draws is wealthy white families that can easily relate to its content.
Of the 4 moralities studied by Robert Reich, Modern Family is an obvious example of the ‘benevolent community.’ As stated in the title, obviously this sitcom revolves around the story of one big happy family. It directly reflects the meanings of a benevolent community. Together, they live in a community that they have created on their own, with the community being their family. All they want is for everyone to have the best for each other. Since they are a family, and one big chaotic extended family who is very close with their relations, it makes sense that they would want to lift one another up to help them succeed rather than watch them fail. After all, that is what family is all about regardless of who someone is in their personal life.
At the beginning of the inclusion of LGBTQ+ relationships on television and the start of adoption rates rising for same sex couples throughout America, there was a high concern for how the parenting skills would differ in the effect of raising the children. Specifically, people feared that this would increase the LGBTQ+ population across the nation, as if it were a bad thing or something to fear (Jayson, 2009). This may have solely been thought due to the inherent homophobia that has been so heavily instilled into society, but regardless there was a concern large enough to create further research. Modern Family brings this phenomenon to light immediately at the premier of the series. Mitch and Cam are eager to adopt a new baby regardless of their marital status. They do not become married until season 5, when gay marriage was legalized in California officially in 2013. They are excited to be able to raise a child of their own and be able to express themselves as they want and raise their daughter as they see fit without the interference of any outside influences. Studies have shown that there is no correlation in the chances of a child becoming someone who identifies as part of the LGBTQ+ community by same-sex coupled parents as opposed to heterosexual parents (Jayson, 2009). Modern Family even had the incorporation of this concept in an episode where Lily thought she was gay only because her parents were gay. Of course as Modern Family is a comedy series, they incorporated it in a very light hearted comedic way but still were able to shed light on the subject and the education from Mitch and Cam to Lily about the relationship between her own sexuality and her parents’ sexuality. This inclusion demonstrates that the show is aware of the concern that some more unaccepting and traditional viewers may still hold while viewing this series, and how they are simultaneously dismissing any of these falsified theories. It shows that much of the audience may enjoy the inclusion of diverse characters and see it as a step forward, but some still worry about the results that can come from it in the years to come.
In one example, there was an entire episode dedicated to the legalization of gay marriage and the immediate plans of how Mitch and Cam would become engaged. Mitch and Cam were going to simultaneously propose to each other. This was in the final moments of the episode as the entire episode was all about how they were both planning to propose to each other that night as a romantic symbolic way of being able to be together and freely demonstrate their love for one another legally. Outside family members were encouraging them individually all day to propose to each other on that night (Levitan et al., 2013). Demonstrated in the episode, both men get down on one knee at the exact same moment unintentionally and immediately both say yes without the question being prompted or a ring presented by either one of them. There is a clear appeal to the audience as this was the season premiere directly after gay marriage was legalized in California. This strongly persuades the audience to almost immediately become accepting and used to the concept that everyone and anyone should have the freedom to love who they want without consequences.  
One of the more obvious responses to television series that challenge societal norms is the reaction and therefore impact of the messages displayed in the plot. Since this series first debut in 2009, there have been a lot of changes that are expected from popular television series that air on television now. The subject of the ‘American Modern Family,’ or lack thereof, has remained a constant even though that means something different to everyone across America. But, Modern Family challenges those norms and expectations to an extent by including subject matter such as gay relationships especially before gay marriage was legal in all of the states, divorce and second marriages, adoption, and branching out into including nonwhite characters (Berlew, 2013). These inclusion veer away from what is considered the traditional, American, nuclear family that is always the expected and nothing more. These inclusions were only the beginnings as much of the cast remains white. The inclusion of a gay couple is a start, but is still a clear representation of the work that needs to be done. They are both white, cisgender, males that mimic the relationship of a heterosexual relationship with societal gender norms. But, this was only the beginning of inclusivity on television series. This opened the door for more inclusivity of characters as times went on and times changed with the ever changing drops in expectations and more acceptance throughout society. Since its end in 2020, other series have gone on to expand on its diversity and representation on air in a more intersectional representation. Even so, as a result, this series and these concepts were received very well by the audience in the changing times. Modern Family went on to win five consecutive Emmys (Berlew, 2013). What was once considered unacceptable for a household quickly became a concept of the past and allowed for the changing perspective and definition of what the American family could be. In addition, the cast also thrives off of its diverse background of experience and work done before their time on Modern Family together. Their range of experience is incorporated into their work on set by being able to recruit other well known stars and therefore expand their storylines to include more diversity in their characters by race and minority characteristics. This creates the rhetorical vision of what the ‘modern family’ has become in this country, how it can be changed and applicable to all those who live here. Change is possible and it is only a matter of time until it becomes a reality more than only a vision. But, it is important not to forget where these ideas first came from and how it was so heavily implemented that the families of America had to be one way and one way only. 
Gloria Pritchett is played by Sofia Vergara. Gloria is the only adult main character that is not white in the entire family. There are countless episodes that focus on her Columbian culture, some for worse and some for the better. In some more positive examples, there are examples of how her culture is relevant in how she raised Manny even though he lives in America without his biological father. She is also eager to talk about how she loves her family back in Columbia and how they have shaped her into the woman she is today. On the other hand, there are a lot of negative comments thrown at Gloria for the way she acts in certain situations such as her loud volume in the way she speaks, her dramatic actions, her accent, and her struggles with speaking English. In more recent episodes Gloria has been able to defend herself in a strong but not infuriating way by defending her culture and making sure to properly educate her family to help them understand her better as a person. In what may seem like a positive context, she is often commented on about her physique. She is thin with large breasts and a beautiful young look to her. Lots of the men even make comments about Gloria during their time off screen to the audience when breaking the fourth wall. There are endless examples of Gloria as a character and there is a lot that can be learned from her.
Modern Family compared to other comedy series has its similarities and its differences that set it apart from other series and can be comparative to other series’ ratings as well. The originality of Modern Family does not lie in the concept of breaking the fourth wall but rather the execution of how the characters interact with it. In other examples of sitcoms that engage in this concept, their characters all react differently with the knowledge of being filmed. It is interesting to study the comedy genre and documentary style, collectively known as ‘comedy verite’ (Sander, 2014). In another context, Modern Family is not unique for its focus on family archetypes. There are endless amounts of series that focus on family stories that are just as successful as Modern Family. Families seem to be the easy focus in stories since the majority of America can relate to them. Even on ABC alone, most of their comedy series that air directly before or after Modern Family are all different family comedy series. Modern Family seems to receive the most recognition for its work about the American, ‘modern family’ as it has left a strong impact on its viewers, therefore further demonstrating its persuasiveness and impact it had on the audience.
Queer representation in Modern Family can be argued both ways, those arguments being that it is the breakthrough of inclusivity or that it is a weak example of breaking of barriers of inclusivity. Jesse Tyler Ferguson who plays Mitchell in the gay relationship of Mitch and Cam is an openly gay man in his personal life. With Ferguson being an openly gay man, viewers questioned the work environment between the men and if it created any outstanding issues or  created potential awkwardness in their platonic relationship. Stonestreet has responded countless times that it does not change anything between them, but he admits to the adjustment of comfortability it took in the beginning. More recently, there have been disputes that while Modern Family was a bold start to diversity in their characters, there was not enough done for representation of the LGBTQ+ community just from one gay couple on television. Mitch and Cam heavily demonstrate the actions of a heterosexual, cisgender, white family (Modern Family and the Mainstream: The Politics of Respectability and Reification of New Televisual Gayness, 2012). This heavily lacks any representation of intersectionality. They almost exactly mimic all characteristics of a straight, white, middle class family while they are still both cidgender men as well. This is not to downplay the importance of the representation of a gay couple as it a was considerable step forward, but rather to remember that it was before, during, and after the legalization of gay marriage and notice the future effects for those of the LGTBQ+ community. Mitch and Cam are making an effort to push what every gay couple in America is supposed to look like and act like in accordance to how much change Americans can accept at any one given time. 
Mitchell Pritchett, played by Jesse Tyler Ferguson is a very interesting actor and character to focus on as he is a gay man himself in his personal life. He was very eager and excited about his role in Modern Family as he was under the impression that his character was easily incorporated into the family and could be easily and quickly accepted by its audience. He appreciated that his character was more than a gay man and that him being gay was not his only personality trait. The ways he sees his and Stonestreet’s characters are categorized as, ‘father, sons, and workers’ with ‘gay’ not being one of the first distinctions on the list (Gray, 2015). He also thought it was a great editing idea to make his father in the show, Jay Pritchett, unaccepting of the wedding until right before he was about to talk down the aisle alone. Ferguson is forever grateful and happy to be a part of a television family that is so openly accepting of who he is both through his character and himself.
Cameron Tucker, played by Eric Stonestreet is the other half of the homosexual relationship of Mitch and Cam and has his own set of personality factors and characteristics that make him so easily identifiable as gay. He is flamboyant, talks with a high pitched voice, dresses very fashionable in button down shirts, and is an obvious mother figure to his daughter Lily. No one would ever expect that the music teacher of the town middle school could also be the football coach at the same time. There are years of so-called ‘evidence’ that fight against the idea that the music teacher and nonetheless a gay man could be interested and successful as a football coach for middle school boys. Nonetheless, Cam becomes one of the best football coaches the school has had in years and leads them to some of their first milestones and victories (Levitan et al., 2013). The build up of stereotypes over the years have negatively influenced the public that there are certain professions people should and should not obtain solely based on their sexuality. This storyline somewhat contradicts the ideas of stereotypes for gay men which is interesting to be aware of while simultaneously focusing on all the negative nudges they make towards all LGBTQ+ people in the community both on the show and to the characters Mitch and Cam. This storyline concept ironically fights against hegemonic masculinity as it portrays that there is no right, wrong, or expected profession for anyone based on their sexuality or what society expects of them because of their sexuality. 
Similarly noted, writer Christopher Llyod was even hyper aware of Mitch and Cam’s relationship and its impact for the rest of the show. One of his most memorable moments on the set was all the way back in season 1. There was a scene where Mitch and Cam were in their bedroom with their daughter Lily because Lily was not sleeping through the night. Him and the rest of the cast and crew were bracing for backlash from the scene showing the two of them in bed together. To Lloyd’s pleasant surprise, there was nothing said by anyone directly to the crew or station (Lloyd, 2015). He was beyond excited that this was a step in the right direction as the audience saw Mitch and Cam as people and fathers first, rather than only gay men.
In a study done about conversation styles between different characters and how their differences contribute to those conversation patterns are relevant in defining the ‘modern family’ archetype. Men and women both have their own styles of communication and conversation as they are treated differently in society with different expectations. As observed in scenes throughout Modern Family, the women seem to use a more cooperative and expressive style of speech whereas the men are more competitive and interrupt one another more frequently (Ali, 2021). These styles dictate a lot about not only each character individually but how these findings are deliberately incorporated into the series to add to any plot in any episode. When women are talking to other women, they are more often than not speaking with support and collaboration. When men are talking to other men, they are highly defensive and aggressive towards one another. When men and women are talking to each other, more often than not each of them sticks to their nature of either cooperative speech for women or defensive speech for men. In some rarer instances, there are cases where a woman will become aggressive instead of the man while talking to a man and even interrupt the man (Ali, 2021). These findings suggest that there is a representation of power dynamics in relationships and households that Claire can strongly represent as she often expresses more ‘manly,’ aggressive emotions and interrupts her male counterpart. 
Therapeutic discourse is defined as the open ways people interpret any type of text or artifact during their viewing. For a television series such as Modern Family, the strongest example of this phenomenon is Claire. Claire is married to Phil and together they have 3 kids. Claire and Phil appear to be the conventional, white ‘modern’ family with a husband, a wife, and 3 kids in different stages of their lives. But when taking a closer look at it analytically, Phil and Claire both demonstrate opposite dynamics of gender norms in a household. Claire is more often than not the parental figure that is enforcing the rules of the house and keeping the children safe from harm and punishing them when necessary. For example, Phil is continuously known to demonstrate opposite qualities of a traditional male father figure as he is very present in his children’s lives and his wife’s life. Claire is a working mother that continues to be able to keep her household together as she has recently returned to work after being a stay-at-home mom for 20 years. She is known to be very assertive and sometimes aggressive when it comes to her children and the life lessons that they are teaching them as parents (Levitan et al., 2011). This is not something that is commonly thought of about a household mother who went back to work, or at least that is what the image is meant to represent. The image of the happy stay-at-home mom is meant to demonstrate the luxury of not working and the joys it brought to the mother of single handedly caring for everyone in the house. Jay even refers to Claire as more of his son compared to Mitchell, solely because Mitchell is gay and Claire is much stronger than him both emotionally and physically. In the future, Claire is also the child that results in receiving the family business of Pritchett’s Closets. Mitch has nothing to do with the business and Claire’s assertiveness and what some call bossy-ness makes her the perfect candidate for being the one to take over the family business from Jay in his old age (Levitan et al., 2015). She worries that her workers won’t respect her or think anything of her other than being the boss’s daughter, but she is able to make a name for herself in the company and successfully take over as the owner of the company and have people respect her for who she is as an individual. She is a very strong independent woman that can oftentimes be intimidating, but that is what makes her character that much stronger of a role, until it is used against her in future scenarios and seen as a bad trait for a woman to have. Either way, it feels as though Claire can never win because she is either the cranky housewife or the manly aggressive daughter, that is referenced as the son, and as a result she is recognized and ridiculed for the both ways that she expresses these emotions. 
Modern Family was risky to try and defy the type of humor that was presented through the characters’ dialogues and actions. It is not only a comedy series nor is it a documentary series, but rather it can be categorized as a ‘comedy verite.’ This new term directly encompasses that this series is one that is both a comedy and a documentary or ‘mockumentary’ series. There is a slight difference in the execution between a documentary, mockumentary, and ‘comedy verite’ which makes it even more important to make sure that the type of genre that it is, is thoroughly understood. This genre of series directly has an effect on the type of humor that comes from it. The characters being able to directly talk to the camera and look at the audience changes the way the audience feels about the show. The audience feels more connected to the families and as a result responds better to their dialogue and actions. Another area to note is that the writers need to tread lightly with any ‘offensive’ language they try to turn into jokes as society was much different from 2009 to 2020. There was never anything directly offensive said in the dialogue, but sometimes the subtext, glances at the camera, or the person who said it can change the meaning of it entirely and therefore be received differently by all of its audience. 
Back in 2009, the inclusion of a gay couple before gay marriage was even legal was monumental on television and the writers were sure to include an entire storyline about their engagement and wedding after the legalization of gay marriage in Califirnia back in 2013. It took 4 years of televising a gay couple before it was legal, therefore allowing for the perfect debut of the gay couple in order to allow for enough time for not only legalization but acceptance from its audience. 
An open text is defined as a text that allows the viewer to think critically and come up with their own perspectives. Modern Family as a television series can easily be interpreted as an open text. There is no one right or wrong way to interpret any television show across all of America, nonetheless a comedic family series that is meant to help its viewers engage in escapism from their own lives and witness the chaos of other people’s families.
Obviously Mitch and Cam defy hegemony in the nature of them being a openly gay couple and nonetheless airing on television. In another example steering away from Mitch and Cam, characters Phil and Manny are both a strong example of resistance to hegemony. Phil is very untraditional when it comes to characteristics such as ‘manly.’ He is goofy, he does not engage in activities that are inherently considered manly such as sports or aggressive behaviors, he is very emotional and cares about his family and is not afraid to express love to his family members including the male family members. Manny similarly demonstrates a resistance to hegemony as he is very connected with himself and his feelings. He also enjoys writing plays, dressing nicely in sweater vests, is very mature, he is a momma’s boy, and he takes a respectful approach to asking out girls. He is overall very respectful. In itself, being respectful does not dictate a gender yet it represents it in the context of hegemony. Many adolescent boys from middle school through high school graduation act much more childish and lack an understanding of the world around them. Manny is very educated and highly respectful to everyone around him regardless of age or his relationship with them. This directly negates any and all hegemonic masculine ideals that are expected from boys his age. It is interesting to notice this as a cultural example since he is originally born in Columbia and has learned his values from his life there. As another example, Phil is a married man to Claire with 3 kids, 2 girls Hailey and Alex, and a boy Luke. He is always trying a new experiment he created, trying to impress his father-in-law Jay by doing anything to win his affection that he so deeply craves, or he is simply engaging in helping someone, especially his kids, with something before they even have to ask for it. This is a new demonstration of a great example of resistance to hegemonic masculinity as there is no direct overplay of the concept. In other words, it is more natural in its expression without the need for super expressive and pushy views of how it should be done and rather it is how it can be done (Abbott & Geraths, 2021). This is seen to be more successfully received by the audience since it is done in a comedic scenario without losing the importance of what it represents.
In another example, Mitch and Cam attend a pool party at their friend’s house. In this example, all of the men and their friends are hyper focused on how they look as their bodies have aged and they are not as appealing to the eye as they all once used to be. But towards the end of the episode, they realize that they are all feeling the same way about themselves. In the end, they are all in agreement to simply enjoy themselves and not worry about what they look like since they are all friends and all together in the privacy of their friend’s house rather than a public event (Levitan et al., 2019). As this episode airs in the final season of season 11, it is one of the only mentions of any sort of body image in the series. It is interesting to notice that this is not mentioned until season 11 in 2020 when body positivity was strongly taking off in society. Mitch and Cam are careful to be confident in their appearance in order to teach their daughter Lily a lesson. Lily, as a young girl, is worried about her appearance as that is how the girls around her have taught her to feel about herself. In being the good parents that they are, Mitch and Cam use this situation as an opportunity to teach their young daughter to be confident and happy with the way that she looks and not to let anyone tell her otherwise about how to feel about herself.
Marshall McLuhan is notorious for his theory that the ‘medium is the message.’ McLuhan strives to help others comprehend that the medium, the form of communication that is used, is just as important as the message that is trying to be given. There is a lot that can be discovered about the medium itself in conjunction with what the media itself is trying to display. Modern Family was an ABC original that was later adapted for streaming on Hulu. Its original medium of television only streaming makes sense for its debut back in 2009 when streaming services were not nearly as popular as they are in 2022. In the day and age of the explosion of streaming services and the steadily decline of cable series, each television series is slowly but surely gravitating over towards streaming services for a more easily accessible service and potentially keep their relevance even past the series finale. 
Modern Family is known for its direct interactions with the audience throughout each episode and demonstrates how it is highly useful to break the fourth wall for the storyline and the nature and uniqueness of the series. It has become such a highlight and the part of the writing that is the most memorable to the audience and even people that have never seen an episode before. Each episode is either a positive milestone or a meaningless comedy plot for entertainment purposes only. Even if there is the incorporation of a not-so-positive storyline, there is always more comedic relief than there is focus on the negative storyline itself. All of the characters’ wardrobes as well as the settings they are in are always well lit with easy visibility and clear portrayal of the themes that they are discussing. Most times, the settings are taking place in one of their homes, workplaces, or schools. Having all of the characters together as one big happy family in their homes all at once demonstrates the direct idea of the family coming together. The idea of Modern Family is that it is uplifting and family-friendly with mostly positive themes. 
There are a lot of demonstrations of themes within certain characters, certain episodes, and certain storylines that demonstrate different outstanding messages without direct focus on them to the audience. Modern Family uses its comedic energy to implement these stories into the plot while educating about them but also keeping them minimal enough to divert from them from episode to episode. Modern Family is successful in maintaining its reputation of a white traditional family but also simultaneously crosses over into the theme of changes and unconventional and non traditional families, making it possible for it to maintain its persuasive relatability with its audience. 
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